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South Jersey parents plead for state to require
cameras inside group homes for people with
disabilities

“I’keep asking myself one question: If there had been

cameras, would we have known what happened to him?” said

one mother, whose son suffered injuries at a Burlington
County facility.
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Priscilla Quesada (second from right) of Egg Harbor Township, whose son resides in a group home,
participates in a New Jersey legislative hearing in Trenton on a bill that would require installing cz ... Read more
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TRENTON — Parents of people with developmental disabilities tearfully
pleaded with New Jersey lawmakers on Mor
cameras inside state-licensed group homes

abuse and neglect, which they say have bec:

A family’s frequent visits and vigilance are 1

children’s safety, said Priscilla Quesada of E
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“I never imagined I would have to stand before lawmakers and ask for

something as basic as cameras to protect my child,” Quesada said.

“As his mother, I have had to fight for answers. I have had to look at medical
records. I have had to ask questions about injuries and when they occurred,”
Quesada said through tears. “And I keep asking myself one question: If there
had been cameras, would we have known what happened to him? Maybe the

abuse would have stopped sooner.”

The fight over cameras in group homes has
without a resolution. And it has been nine y:

Cray, died in his group home bedroom in Sc

The Assembly Health Infrastructure Comm
testimony for and against installed cameras
Stanley (D., Middlesex) said he would sched
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“We are all committed,” Stanley said after the hearing. “Cameras in the homes
would be a vital first step, but we also want to address the abuse that is

happening.”

Several representatives from the group home industry insisted the issue is
more complicated than it appears. People with disabilities deserve privacy, a
civil right protected under federal law, argued Cathy Chin, executive director

for the Alliance for the Betterment of Citizens with Disabilities.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Common areas in private homes are neither public spaces open to the public
nor institutional settings. They are homes, where a degree of individual and
communal privacy is to be expected and protected in the same manner as any

home or community,” Chin said.

Up Next - DeSean Jackson's Success At Delawa...

About 30% of group homes already use cam

“Individuals and their guardians consider t!
home, which means they can make the choi
their housemates or their guardians,” Chin ¢
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“huge hole” in the providers’ budgets. She said it made more sense to spend

taxpayer money to improve staff training and prevent harm.

ADVERTISEMENT

The legislation would require licensed group homes serving people with
developmental disabilities to install cameras in living rooms, kitchens, and
other common areas with the consent of all residents in the dwelling.

The cameras would record video but not audio, according to the bill. The group
home operators must retain recordings for at least 90 days and share the
recording with a resident or guardian upon request. The state would inspect
the homes to ensure the cameras are installed and working properly.

The campaign for group home cameras emerged following the 2017 death of
33-year-old Billy Cray, whose body was found in his bedroom closet in his
Somers Point group home, An autopsy Said Up Next - DeSean Jackson's Success At Delawa...
mother, Martha Cray, said she has never rec

his supervision and care.

The demand for cameras intensified in the ]
detailing abuse and neglect inside group hc


https://go.integralads.com/ad-blocking-explainer/?utm_campaign=GLB-g&utm_medium=gdisplay&utm_source=gsites
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2026/A3000/2705_I1.PDF
https://www.nj.com/healthfit/2017/08/son_of_advocate_for_people_developmentally_disable.html
https://www.nj.com/healthfit/2017/08/son_of_advocate_for_people_developmentally_disable.html

< G

Former Attorney General Matt Platkin last year charged Elwyn, a group home
operator based in Media with facilities across multiple states, and an employee
with neglect for allowing a resident who had fallen twice to remain on the floor

for hours on two occasions in 2023 at a group home in Vineland.
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Attorney General Jennifer Davenport, appointed in January by Gov. Mikie
Sherrill, dropped the charges last month in exchange for Elwyn agreeing to be
monitored by an outside firm.

Pennsylvania law permits the installation of cameras in group home common
areas with consent from all residents. The group home operator must hang

signs alerting people cameras are in use.

ADVERTISEMENT

A new law took effect in New Jersey in July that for the first time gives the state
department of human services authority to impose fines on abusive and
neglectful group homes.

Families have argued that the state seldom substantiates claims of abuse and
neglect. The evidence provided by cameras

employees, who may be unfairly accused of

Camden County resident Mary Jane Lovett
15 years of physical abuse — including som

at group homes in Pennsylvania. He recentl
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“Video speaks for itself. There’s no bias, no way to deny an incident that is

captured on video,” Lovett said.

“I never dreamed that I would be sitting in front of you, pleading with you to
help keep my son safe in a group home funded by New Jersey taxpayer dollars,

including my own.”
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