
PROMOTE PROTECTIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH IDD 
 

CONTACT COMMITTEE CHAIRS, COMMITTEE MEMBERS, AND YOUR LEGISLATORS 
 
Committee chairs: These are the legislators who decide what legislation is considered in 
committee. If a committee chair supports a bill in his/her committee, it is much more likely to be 
called for a vote. Ask the chair to post the bill(s) for a vote. 
 
Committee members: They may have some influence on the committee chair, but more 
importantly, they are likely to have an interest in the issues handled by the committee because 
in most cases, they have requested to be appointed to that committee.  
 
Your legislators: These are the three legislators (one Senator and two Assembly members) 
who represent you in the Legislature. Who they are depends on the town you live in. You can 
find out who they are and get their contact information (phone number, email address, and 
office address) by these methods: 
 

● Go to this page: NJ Legislative District Map | NJ Legislature  
○ Enter your home address in the box, and zoom in on the location indicator. 
○ Click on the area (district) that’s the same color as your home town. 
○ A box will appear in which you can either click on one of the legislators to see 

their information, or click on “District Details” to go to another page that has links 
for each legislator.  

●  Or go to this page: New Jersey Legislative Districts | NJ Legislature  
○ Click on the three dots or three lines at the upper right of your browser window, 

and select “Find on Page” (or “Find in Page”) and enter your home town. 
○ Click on the district number above your town, and you will be taken to a page that 

shows information on all three of your legislators. 
 
What to say 
 

● Committee chairs:  
○ Most importantly: Ask the chair to post the bill(s) for a vote. 
○ You can also ask the chair to become a sponsor of the bill(s). 
○ If you’re a family member or friend: Tell the chair the story of your loved one, 

whether that person has been abused, or if you are concerned that without 
reform, that person is in danger of abuse.  

○ If you are not, but you want to help: Tell the chair that the most vulnerable in our 
society deserve the best protections possible. 

 
● Committee members: 

○ Ask them to co-sponsor the legislation you favor. 
○ Ask them to vote for the legislation if it is called for a vote. 
○ See above for family and friends of someone with IDD, or if you just want to help. 



● Your legislators: 
○ Tell them that you live in their district, and name your town if you don’t mind. 
○ Ask them to become co-sponsors if they aren’t already.  
○ Ask them to vote for the legislation if they have the chance to vote on it. 

 
 
How to say it 
 

● Be polite.  
● It doesn’t help to seem angry that the bill hasn’t moved, or that the legislator has not yet 

signed on as a co-sponsor. 
● It doesn’t help to make any kind of threat, such as that you will work for the legislator’s 

defeat at the next election if the legislator doesn’t help. 
● Thank the legislator for considering your request.  
● You may want to specifically ask the legislator about his/her position on the bill(s). Some 

offices will not respond to emails unless asked to respond. 
● If your first contact is by email and you have not received a satisfactory reply, wait about 

two weeks and then make a phone call. Their offices receive many fewer phone calls 
than emails, so callers may stand out more. Mention you had emailed, and ask if the 
legislator has made a decision about the bill(s) yet. 

 
 
Chairs and members of the committees handling each bill (Assembly and Senate): 
 

Justice Center Bill 
 
A4008 (Sauickie): Establishes "Justice for Vulnerable Residents Act"; creates Justice Center for 
the Protection of Individuals with Intellectual or Developmental Disabilities. 
 

Committee: Assembly Aging and Human Services Committee 
Scheduled meeting date: June 1 
Possible meeting dates: May 14; June 4,8, 15, 18   
 
Chair: Asw. Shanique Speight  
Info: NJ Legislature 
Phone: (862) 237-9752 
Email. aswspeight@njleg.org 
All committee members can be found here: NJ Legislature  

 
Identical Bill: S3638 (Amato/Diegnan) 
Committee: Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee 
Scheduled meeting date: June 4 
 
Chair: Sen. Joseph Vitale 



Info: NJ Legislature  
Phone: (732) 855-7441 
Email: senvitale@njleg.org 
 
All committee members can be found here (scroll down): NJ Legislature  

 
 

Funding Ratio Bill 
 
A4009 (Sauickie): "Fair Funding for Vulnerable Residents Act"; establishes direct care ratio 
requirement for certain providers of services to adults or children with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities. 
 

Identical bill: S3369 (Amato/Corrado) 
 
Same committees and chairs as above for the Justice Center 
 
 

Camera Bill 
 
A2705 (DePhillips/Sauickie/Freiman): Requires certain group homes to install electronic 
monitoring devices in common areas, upon request and with uniform resident consent. 
 

Committee: Assembly Health Infrastructure Committee 
Scheduled and possible meeting dates: Same as the above for the Aging committee. 
 
Chair: Asm. Sterley Stanley 
Info: NJ Legislature  
Phone: 732) 875-3833 
Email: asmstanley@njleg.org 
 
All committee members can be found here: NJ Legislature  
 
Identical bill: S1172 (Corrado/McKeon) 
Committee: Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee 

 
Chair: Sen. Joseph Vitale 
Info: NJ Legislature  
Phone: (732) 855-7441 
Email: senvitale@njleg.org 
 
All committee members can be found here (scroll down): NJ Legislature  
 

 


